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Viewpoints
“Let us dare to read, think, speak and write.” – John Adams

the highest inflation rate since the Great Inflation of 1964-1980. Unless 
other central banks raise their policy rates in sync with the Fed, the 
inflationary pressures are likely to endure, keeping the rich richer and 
the poor poorer.

Edward E. Mills
Deerfield Beach

Editor’s note: Edward Mills’ letter was written in response to 
last week’s New Pelican article about renters and landlords facing 
increased costs. He is the author of “Wake Up America: Financial 
Crisis Revisited!”

“With endless gratitude”
I’m writing this note to share my gratitude with you for the fortuitous 

connection your publication has provided. As I’m turning 65, I’ve 
been facing the daunting and complex task of researching and signing 
up with Medicare and its benefit programs. Let me be candid: the 
system is not friendly to the average tech users and I consider myself 
a notch above. As I am an avid reader of The New Pelican, scanning 
through the pages I found the ad for Mr. Tom Cianflone stating that his 
expertise will simplify understanding, selecting and signing-up with 
the Medicare benefits as well as with Social Security. Thanks to Mr. 
Cianflone, the process was done 1-2-3, and I’m on board. So thank you 
New Pelican for making this connection, with endless gratitude to you 
and to Mr. Cianflone.

Umberto Corsini
Pompano Beach

“We cannot recycle our way out”
I collect plastic trash on our beach almost every evening – tons of it 

over the years. What concerns me most is that single-use plastic is not 
only costing us billions in litter and pollution, but it is also a threat to 
our human health. As microplastics degrade, they don’t “disappear.”  
They continue to emit toxins for decades in our water, air and soil, and 
are now part of our food chain. Americans ingest about a credit card of 
plastic each week [70,000 micro particles a year]. 

Some 33 billion pounds of plastic leak into our oceans every year – or 
approximately two garbage trucks full of plastic into our oceans every 
minute. We cannot recycle our way out of this, especially as plastic 
production may quadruple by 2050. This means not only an increase 
in greenhouse gasses from the fossil fuels, the basic compound of 
plastics, but also an exponential increase of human exposure to these 
toxic polystyrenes that extends over the entire life-cycle of plastic 
– from oil extraction, to food storage, to disposal in our water and
landfills. One study put the economic cost of these hormone-disrupting
chemicals for the US population at $340 billion a year due to the
cancers, disease and dysfunction they cause. Cities throughout Florida
have enacted measures to reduce the plastic pollution that clogs our
waterways, hurts our tourism and maritime industries and threatens
our health. Next Tuesday, April 26, our Broward County Commission
will hold public hearings on a similar measure to reduce polystyrenes
and single-use plastics on county property, on our beaches and parks.
I urge  everyone to contact our county commissioners to support this
important measure.

Linda Thompson Gonzalez
Lauderdale-By-The-Sea




